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CHAPTER ONE 





The Wider Stoesz Story, 1731-1986 
1. Cornelius Stoesz, 1731-1811 


by David Stoesz (1842-] 903). (Note that t 


in the David Stoesz Diary, 1872-96) 


My grandfather was born in what to- 
day is known as West Prussia on 
December 28th, 1731, according to the 
new calendar (Julian). He was married 
to Maria Andres on January 1, 1755. 
She was born in 1733 and died in 1773. 
On March 4, 1756, twin sons were born 
to them. They named one Johann and 
the other Cornelius. Johann died jn in- 
fancy; Cornelius grew up and was mar- 
ried, but died childless. 

Abraham was born on October 24th, 
1757. He grew up and married, left one 
son and daughter, and died in 1807. The 
son came to Russia in 1818 and bought 
a windmill in Chortitza. It was here where 
he died. Jacob was born in 1759, but 
died in infancy. 

On August 20th, 1762, twins were 
born to them, a boy and a girl. The son, 
Jacob, died in infancy, and the daughter, 

Anna, grew up and married Gerhard 
Thiessen. They moved to the Chortitza 
Colony, Russia, with the first Mennonites 
who went there, and she died childless. 

Johann was born on June 22, 1765. 
He grew up to become a master artisan 
and was an expert in building grist mills 

and other projects. He had one daughter 
who died soon after she was married. He 
died shortly thereafter, on April 17, 
1818. 

Maria was born May 29, 1767. She 
married Gerhard Wiebe and moved to 
Russia in 1803. She died in the 

Molotschna Colony, Halbstadt, leaving 
four grown daughters. On August 8, 
1772, twin girls were born to them, but 
both died in infancy. These are the ten 
children from Grandfather’s first 
marriage. 

Grandfather Cornelius Stoesz’ family 
register of his second marriage: Around 
1773 my grandfather Cornelius Stoesz 
Was remarried, marrying Anna Thiessen 

from the Ellerwalde, Elbing, area. 

On July 19, 1775, a son Jacob was 

orn, and he died in infancy. On 
February 5, 1777, a son Heinrich was 
orn. He died at home without marry- 
Ing on May 21, 1803. On January 4, 
; à son named Jacob was born, who 





his family register was recorded 





E om 


Cornelius Stoesz may have lived in this style of home near Krebsfeld and 
Rosenort, West Prussia (now Poland), in the late 1700's. This is a picture of 
a Mennonite home that was owned by a Wilhelm family, which died out in 
1890, and then was owned by a dyke captain, Dackau. Otto Wiens sits on 
the horse. (Photo used by permission, CMBC Publications, Heritage 


Remembered) 


Summary of 1. Cornelius Stoesz Genealogy 


NAME 

1. Cornelius Stoesz 
1M. Jan. 1, 1755 
Maria Andres (1st wife) 


2.1 Johann Stoesz (twin) 

2.2 Cornelius Stoesz (twin) 
(Married, no children) 

2.3 Abraham Stoesz 
(Married, one son, one daughter) 

2.4 Jacob Stoesz 

2.5 Anna Stoesz (twin) 
(Grown, no children) 

2.6 Jacob Stoesz (twin) 

2.7 Johann Stoesz 

2.8 Maria Stoesz 
(Married, four daughters) 

2.9 daughter (twin) 

2.10 daughter (twin) 


2M. 1773 
Anna Thiessen (2nd wife) 


2.11 Jacob Stoesz 

2.12 Heinrich Stoesz 

2.13 Jacob Stoesz (Main line) 

2.14 Helena Stoesz 

2.15 Cornelius Stoesz 
(Married 1804) 

2.16 Gerhardt Stoesz 

2.17 Peter Stoesz 
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BIRTH 
Dec. 28, 1731 


1733 


Mar. 4, 1756 
Mar. 4, 1756 


Oct. 24, 1757 


1759 
Aug. 20, 1762 


Aug. 20, 1762 
June 22, 1765 
May 29, 1767 


Aug. 8, 1772 
Aug. 8, 1772 


1748 


July 19, 1775 
Feb. 5, 1777 
Jan. 4, 1780 
Nov. 22, 1781 
Mar. 3, 1784 


Sept. 23, 1786 
Aug. 30, 1789 


DEATH 
Dec. 28, 1811 


1773 


infant 


1807 


infant 


infant 
April 17, 1818 


infant 

infant 

Dec. 30, 1811 
infant 

May 21, 1803 
Sept. 16, 1859 
Mar. 11, 1802 
Dec. 25, 1797 


















ed 1780-185, 
Г an 


„11 Johann Stoesz 1839-1905 
2 M. Nov. 13, 1860 
Maria Heppner 1811-191, =< 
: ea Stoes, 
aria Stoes; 186 862-1; 
Dietrich Stoeg; 121007 
acob Stoesz 1 6-1 
8 
John J. Stoeg, ANg S 
een J. Stoes; 196) 
er Stoesz 1875, 1855 
David Stoesz 18 -1939 `1% 
Erdman Stoesz, 188190 
“5 


eee © © о ө о 


тг ггүгүугЕГБГГБЕ 


0-2 ^оло он 


Gornelius Stoesz 1836-1900 

M. Aug. 11, 1859 

Aganetha Wiebe 1840-191, 

x 4.1 Aganetha Stoesz 1860.1 
882 

Jacob М. Stoesz 864-1935 


^ ) 
Stoesz 1834-1895 Cornelius W, Stoe 06-1952 


1857 
г. 12, 1835-1922 
\ 








А 2, 1873-1 
Katherina St 89 
-1861 | EE 
1 Agaratha Stoesz 18591915 David М. Stoesz 1882.15 
2 aganatha Se 1863-1931 d. 56 
1-3 Heinrich We 1867-1947 
Я р д. 800650 $ 
is 3.6 Katharina Stoesz Жэ 
М, Feb. 25, 1851 га 


Cornelius Peters 1816-1887 

Э 4.1 Katharina Peters 1852-18 

Barbara Peters 1853-1886 P 

Maria Peters 1855-1886 
Jacob Peters 1857-1857 
Jacob Peters 1858-1858 
Elizabeth Peters 1859-1859 
Elizabeth Peters 1860-1862 
Helena Peters 1862-1862 
Elizabeth Peters 1863-1920 
Helena Peters 1866 
Cornelius Peters 1868-1951 
Margaretha Peters 1870-193), 
Jacob Peters 1872 
Agatha Peters 1875-1875 





i 1832-1834 
3.7 Cornelius Эв 5 | 


ње ҥ хо ої хол г-м № 


тгггггсєгвБЕГЕБЁБ 
ЕББее 


сэ 


2 3.2 Maria Stoesz 1823-1897 


= Ч NI Ч i 
3.4 Anna Stoesz 1827-1895 | 
M. Apr. 18, 1847 


22 Franz Harder 1824-1894 2 М. Feb. 9, 1843 
4.1 Jacob Harder 1817-1847 х Johann кещ КОМЫ, 
4.2 Anna Harder 1848-187 5 aria nown 
4.3 Jacob Harder 1850-1857 jm) 4.2 Jacob Klassen 1845-1918 
4.4 Franz Harder 1852-1853 1.3. Anna Klassen 1846-1917 
4.5 
4.6 


Franz Harder 1851-1910 


l.l Helena Klassen 1847 
дес; T : 4.5 Katharina Klassen 1849-1869 
2 4.6 Martin Klassen es Nn 
. Barbara Klassen (twin = 
3.3 Jacob Stoesz 1825-1828 18: Maria Klassen 1654-185) 
4.9 Maria Klassen 1855 
1.10 Johann Klassen 1856-186) 


2 Aganetha Klassen 1860 


Soll, son 1822-1 

34 д.13 Susanna Klassen 1862 
1.14, Sara Klassen 1861, : 

| l,.15Elisabeth Klassen 186 " 
1.16 Judith Klassen 1869-19 


2.13 Jacob Stoesz 1780-1859 
К, Oct. 24, 1820 
ara Dyck(1st wife) 1802-1829 
ans 7, 1823 
Barbara renarna 0019) 1809-1878 
Heinrich Bergen bp a p 


Ike Cornelius Stoesz WEN 
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1811 





4.11 Margaretha Klassen 1858-1922 
hel 
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Cornelius Stoesz owned a grist mill near Krebsfeld, W. 

* 1 > t 
in the 1780's. Many of his children later owned E 
Prussia and Russia (now the Soviet Union 








Сы са. 


russia (now Poland) 
rated mills in West 


often referred to as a ‘“‘watermill,”’ 


). Here is a picture of a windmill, 


is my father. A daughter Helena was 
pus ор November 22, 1781, and she 
ied of a hemorrh 
1502 age on March 11, 
A son, Cornelius, was born on March 
3, 1784. He married in 1804 and rented 
a sugar store in the village of Liege. He 
left there in 1808, moving to the little 
town of Moringen, where he bought a 
house. He ran a distillery and liquor 
store, became a rich man, and died in 
Moringen. 


A son, Gerhard, was born on 


September 23, 1786. A son, Peter, was 
| born on August 30, 1789. He died by 


drowning on December 25, 1797. 


located on the canal Schoensee- 


Schoeneberg, in the Vistula delta, West Prussia. (Phot SE 
CMBC Publications, Heritage Remembered) (Photo used by permission, 


2.13 Jacob Stoesz, 1780-1859 


(Note that this autobiography was recorded in the David Stoesz Diary, 1872-96) 


Summary of 2.13 Jacob Stoesz Genealogy 


NAME 

2.13 Jacob Stoesz 
1M. Oct. 24, 1820 
Sara Dyck (1st wife) 


3.1 son 


2M. Jan. 7, 1823 

Barbara Wiens (2nd wife) 

M. Sept. 19, 1863 

Heinrich Bergen (2nd husband) 


3.2 Maria Stoesz 
3.3 Jacob Stoesz 
3.4 Anna Stoesz 
3.5 Jacob Stoesz 
3.6 Katharina Stoesz 
3.7 Cornelius Stoesz 
3.8 Jacob Stoesz 
3.9 Cornelius Stoesz 


(The focus of this book is on t 


3.10 Peter Stoesz 


(See his story in A Stoesz 


3.11 Johann Stoesz 


(See 1973 book entitled A St 
for the story О 


3.12 David Stoesz 


BIRTH 
Jan. 4, 1780 


June 10, 1802 
Jan. 2, 1822 


Aug. 11, 1803 
Mar. 10, 1804 


DEATH 
Sept. 16, 1859 


Jan. 2, 1822 
Jan. 2, 1822 


June 16, 1878 
Oct. 23, 1872 


I, Jacob Stoesz, was born on January 
4, 1780, according to the new calendar 
(Julian). I was born near Krebsfeld where 
my father owned a grist mill. In 1786, he 
sold the mill to my uncle, my mother's 
brother Heinrich Thiessen, and bought a 
small farm in the nearby area called 
Rosenort. I was baptized in the church at 
Rosenort by Elder Cornelius Warkentin 
in the year 1797. The Elder lived in the 
same area. 

On Christmas day in 1811, both my 
parents became ill and my father died on 
his birthday, December 28, 1811. He 
had reached the age of 80 years. Mother 
died a few days later and they were both 
laid to rest in a common grave near the 
Church of Furstenau, on my birthday, 


Nov. 10, 1823 May 8, 1897 

Jan. 27, 1825 Mar. 2, 1828 

Apr. 22, 1827 Feb. 21, 1895 

Dec. 29, 1828 June 3, 1831 

June 2, 1830 Dec. 26, 1900 

Feb. 3, 1832 Jan. 17, 1834 

May 21, 1834 Oct. 12, 1892 January 4, 1812. 
May 13, 1836 May 9, 1900 


his family and descendants) 
June 11, 1838 


1908 


Genealogy. 1731-1972) 


Oct. 9, 1839 


oesz Genealogv, 1731-1972 
f this family) 


Oct. 5, 1842 


Jan. 2, 1905 


Jan. 16, 1903 
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I left my father's house in Rosenort on 
September 9, 1817, and moved to 
Russia. After four and a half weeks 
journey, I arrived in the Chortitza Col- 
ony, but left there shortly after that, and 
went to the Molotschna Colony. I re- 
mained in Halbstadt two years and at 
Petershagen for one year. In Peters- 


delivere 
the delivery, 5 
better, but not ev 


she sat up in bed | | 
restlessly, saying, | must die, 1 must die. 


i oaning 
After this she lay down again, gt 
now and again. I stood by her side and 


her breathing became evermore shallow 
until she passed away quietly, only a 
quarter hour after the delivery. She was 
born on June 10, 1802, and died on 


January 2, 1822, having reached the age 
of 19 years, 7 months and four days. 

In the same year І entered into my se- 
cond marriage. 1 became betrothed to 
Barbara Wiens from Chortitza on 
December 17, 1822, and our marriage 
was solemnized on January 7, 1823. My 
wife, Barbara, nee Wiens, was born 
August 11, 1803. 

Maria was born on November 10, 
1823, and married Johann Klassen. 
Jacob was born January 27, 1825, and 
died March 2, 1828, reaching the age of 
three years, one month and one day. On 
April 22, 1827, Anna was born. On 
December 29, 1828, Jacob was born, 
but he died June 3, 1831. Katherina was 
born on June 2, 1830. 

Cornelius was born February 3, 1832, 


and died January 17, 1834 
; E 
born on May 21, 1834. Ne. p М2: 


Buse Eos Johann Was born on 
c ТЭР - David was born on Oc- 
(From another 
sou 
the Jacob Stoesz family лы 
е 


“N » 
euen Plan, Bergthal Colony, on May 


у, Diary, 


fe » Mennonite i 
Archive : Winnipeg, pense Cen- 
: nitoba.) 


adds several 


Cornelius an 
Furstenau Me 


Furstenau villag 


=~ 


Jacob Stoesz о 


ony, in the 189 
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hortitza Colony. (Ph 
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remarks about his parents in the diary): 





1872, yesterday, Monday the 23rd of h and 8th 
inr of O 
бшка ОШ аана: (Heinrich Bergen) m esL Ln Was sold NUT but borne 11 children of which three had 
died after a very painful sickness of 114 ang many buyers s 58 of there predeceased her and 8 are still living 
days. He reached the age of 68 years, 16 л ather passed away on Sdi There had also been born into the fami- 
1 month and 12 days. He is to be buried нь 859, at the Sd SH ptember ly 69 grandchildren and 30 great- 
on the 25th of October. Mother [Barbara onths and 24 q years, 8 grandchildren, a total of 110 descendants 


(Wiens) (Stoesz) Bergen] had an auction Sdn e "RS 
» months a 


had been born when mother passed 


: away. Of these 34 h i 
nd five days. She had still ving. (p. §7) КАШ аге 
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ххххх Political Boundaries 1918-1945 


й Flàmisch Congregations m » 
é Friesian Congregations ty scarp 
Ф e Cities 


ld and Rosenort, West Prussia (now 
5 яваг KAREE as the Rosenort Mennonite Church. 
CMBC Publications, Heritage Remembered) 


Cornelius Stoesz live 
Poland). Rosenort is ma 
(Map used by permission, 
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ly Registers, 1731-1986 


A.D. Stoesz Rev. Cornelius С. 





ЖЕ 5 
‚лс in this diary: ^ - 1. also wrote as 9652 (1g 
: register in 3 ra hies on Y Е ummar 95. 
аши to write EA 2 13 Jacob tions of Stoeszes, startingt even ыз 
used ив 1731-18 book, A Stoesz Stoesz, born in 173] к Сан 
c -1859) for 31-1972. In a 1944 Rev. Stoesz’s grandson Aly ng à 
187 Genealogy; d Elisabeth Mueller who was born in 1943 14"! s, "lh 
mi letter from wines an Manitoba, to Rev would like to present a brief e 208 
Morden, 1 Outline 1 
21075: | 0, (1893-1945) of Lowe Stoesz Family Chronolg пес, 
(184 of this register 2 Jacob hrie- Mueller writes out the from as far back as we ЮМ ii 
The complete P is chapter. TPIS Farm, Ма oe rane Cornelius Stoesz probably presented this ES of їл 
Бееп repro uce other one of Cor- “Great-Gran a ich dates from Dec. Stoesz reunion held at Nj Mmary a е 
written by an id Stoesz lu Register" whic ; 29 1962. S lVervillo oan à 
diary was 3.12 Dav! Family Reg have been copied from , . See the notes о On du 
jus’ brothers, ~- been recent 1731. It must hav in the ch "Оп that o. D 
nelius 3) The diary has be 2728, int in time. Mueller in the chapter on Reunion LM 
(1842-190 ЫН E translated by Уо diary at one rs n up to date fami- The genealogy of the НЬ 
ly ic ildren of David x also writes to ask опа Agatha Friesen tions have been included in thie Ste. 
ud nd Henry 51052, a- ру register ton ? He writes: It starts with 1. Corneli 5 chapte 
Trudy Harms а [есу that we reprint 1894-1968), born Stoesz. : tellus Stoesz ang 1, 
is through their courte : (Stoesz) an ( --togend findet eine Kopie (of the Family traces only one of his children 9 13 then 
that register here Ша 4. Altona, Ed davon so weit ich es habe. Ich hoe Stoesz, to the fourth generation Die 
1 , А Ё 51 , um A оа РЕ 
Мат P. transliteration and schon wiederholt an Onkel Jacopon ЕТ and Barbara Stoesz had eight chil 15 3 b 
ME Box копа, Coulee, ааз МУЕН ХЭЭ Waldheim haben which grew to adulthood and th к Satna 
toesz, Е : icht, d Abr. J. Frie : ? 1: qos › оү} 
MUN did the translation of the diary до БООСОН mir es zukommen lassen. Es turn had families. This information © (See a 
in 1985. Copies of the translation are ist bis so weit noch nicht geworden. Unddann primarily from the research donebyA 
in il Б from William Harms. The weiter verlange ich von Euch Frau Friesen, Stoesz and which has been E D, 
к diary is housed at the Men deine Eltern und Geschwister | e зв George Unger of Morton Illinois Gas 
i i d mir es zuschicken, : ile 5 › ois. George 
Heritage Centre Атсыз ег pm E uam Tina Wiebe, Box Originates from Manitoba and is a безе. NAM 
Shaftesbury Blvd., Winnipeg, Ma (Сору ог M OS dant of (3.8) Jacob Stoesz. 4.3 


Many people have referred to this 


Children born to 2.13 Jacob Stoesz, 1780-1859 4.4 


There were eight children who grew to 4.5 
adulthood from the marriage of Jacob Genealogy of 2. 13 Jacob Stoesz 5-2 
Stoesz and Barbara Wiens. This chapter [ШК Г ourth Generation) 
includes some short stories of these eight NAME B Ур 

е IRTH 
children, some photographs, as well as 2-13 Jacob Stoesz Jan. 4, 1780 e E. 1859 

logical tabl 1M. Oct. 24, 1 A P 
genealogical tables and charts. The story ‚ 1820 4.8 
of 3.9 Cornelius and Aganetha Stoesz, Sara Dyck (1st wife) June 10, 1802 Jan. 2, 1822 4.9 
and their descendants, are the main sub- 3.1 son 
ын of the rest of this book. The story of 220211822 Тапи 4.1 
» Minnesota, and hi arbara Wiens (2nd wi 
ч шщ are contained in the Pm M. Sept. 19, 18 op wife) Aug. 11, 1803 June 16, 1878 
The E 310 logy, 1731-1972. Heinrich Bergen (2nd husband) Mar. 10, 1804 Oct. 23, 1872 à 
5 410, Peter Sto | 
bo = Russia, is also enit * 
: ^ he story of the other f Е 
have not been t e children 
OI dA eme a; Gen : 
б. не ЕЛ, Tro ол ealogy for 3.2 Maria (Stoesz) Klassen, 4. 
ganetha Stoesz Book One elius and 1 
urge others from these ET Md 523-1897 4 
o l ; 
pursue research of these other: E to 3.2 Maria Stoesz g, 1897 
; e lines, M. Feb. 9, 1843 Nov. 10, 1823 Mayo A 
1 ohann Klas ‚ 190 | 
pm Eon, 1822 хэр x: Dec. 26, 1820 May 15 
i . i 
toesz di : Mother, ага : ў 
esz died at the — Bera (Dyck) | 42 Jacob Klassen unknown ҮТЕ 3.3 
a Jan. 31, 1845 T 
usanna Neufeld Mar. 21, M 


Aug. 27, 1845 
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(See genealogy chart for 3.2,-4.2) 


NAME 
4.3 Anna Klassen 
1M. June 13, 1865 
Johann Friesen (1st husband) 
2M. May 6, 1879 
Jacob Krahn (2nd husband) 


4.4 Helena Klassen 
Y M. Oct. 24, 1867 
Peter Falk 
4.5 Katharina Klassen 
4.6 Martin Klassen (twin) 
M. Sept. 16, 1877 
Sarah Harder 
4.7 Barbara Klassen (twin) 
M. July 5, 1870 
David Friesen 
4.8 Maria Klassen 
4.9 Maria Klassen 
M. Nov. 26, 1876 
Abraham Kehler 
4.10 Johann Klassen 
4.11 Margaretha Klassen 
M. Apr. 23, 1882 
Peter Penner 
4.12 Aganetha Klassen 
M. Nov. 28, 1880 
Peter Wiebe 
4.13 Susanna Klassen 
M. Nov. 16, 1884 
Peter Hiebert 
4.14 Sara Klassen 
M 





a ee 


Heinrich Neufeld 
4.15 Eligabeth Klassen 


Peter Funk (line extinct) 
4.16 Judith Klassen 

M. Apr. 23, 1890 

Peter B. Neufeld 


3.3 Jacob Stoesz 





BIRTH 
Jan. 23, 1846 


July 11, 1841 


May 6, 1841 
Aug. 23, 1847 
Jan. 18, 1845 
Feb. 8, 1849 
Feb. 21, 1852 


Dec. 2, 1855 
Feb. 21, 1852 


Aug. 9, 1846 
Feb. 1, 1854 
Jan. 7, 1855 
Jan. 18, 1855 
Nov. 1, 1856 
Dec. 15, 1858 


Feb. 2, 1857 
May 9, 1860 


Mar. 14, 1860 
Apr. 25, 1862 
1860 

May 2, 1864 
Dec. 19, 1853 
Aug. 6, 1866 
Mar. 8, 1869 
Dec. 2, 1866 
Jan. 27, 1825 





КҮ Klassen (1846-1919) with three granddaughters, Mary, Margaret and 
Susan, in about 1916. Klassen is a descendant of 3.2 Maria (Stoesz) Klassen. 


DEATH 
Oct. 28, 1917 


June 14, 1878 
April, 1914 


July 28, 1869 
Dec. 8, 1929 


Nov. 10, 1939 
1888 


Oct. 23, 1915 
Feb. 14, 1854 


Aug. 7, 1864 
Oct. 29, 1922 


Dec. 7, 1932 


Jan. 9, 1952 
Aug. 16, 1939 
Mar. 2, 1828 
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3.2 Maria (Stoesz) 
Klassen, 1823-1897 


Maria married Johann Klassen 

(1820-1907) on February 9, 1843, in 
Russia. They emigrated to Manitoba in 
the 1870's and settled in the village of 
Ebenfeld, East Reserve. They raised a 
large family of 12 children who grew to 
adulthood and married. Two died young 
and one died at age 7 and the other at 
age 20. A brother to Maria, David, men- 
tions them in his diary in 1880: “February 
16, 1880, we drove to Jacob Stoeszes 
(in Blumstein) to help butcher hogs. The 
Cornelius Peters’ and Johann 
Klassens also came in the afternoon.” 
(p. 13 of the English translation) 
Klassen’s homestead was NW5-T7-R6E, 
and he got title to this land on January 
3, 1884. He sold the land to Jacob Peters 
in 1892. Maria lies buried at the Bergthal 
cemetery, East Reserve, Manitoba. 


3.3 Jacob Stoesz, 
1825-1828 


Died as a young child. 





3.2 





hters, Mary, Margaret and 10 
Maria (Stoesz) Klassen. Cer 


de id Klassen (1846-1919) with three granddaug 
san, in about 1916. Klassen is a descendant of 3.2 


See genealogy chart for 3.2,^4.2) 


